






Preaching and Ministry The Commission to Preach 

s and that He was seen by Cephas, then by 

the twelve. 
6 After that He was seen by over five hundred 

brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to 

the present, but some have fallen asleep. 

Introduction 

Because He knows man's condition and needs, 

God sent Jesus to earth at just the right moment 

so that humanity might have the opportunity to be 

redeemed. Describing this, Paul told the churches of 

Galatia, "But when the fullness of time had come, 

God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that 

we might receive the adoption as sons" (Galatians 

4:4-5; cf. Ephesians 1: 10). When Jesus came to earth, 

however, He did not come merely to die. Instead, He 

interacted with those around Him. Matthew wrote, 

"And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 

and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 

disease among the people" (4:23). 

Jesus not only exhibited truth through His actions 

but also proclaimed it through His words. As a 

preacher, He understood the necessity of exhorting 

others to obey God. In fact, Jesus declared preaching 

to be one of the primary purposes of His ministry. 

He told His disciples, "Let us go into the next towns, 

that I may preach there also, because for this purpose 

I have come forth" (Mark 1 :38). Given His focus, 
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Lesson 1 • Week of September 3, 2017 

it is not surprising that our Lord commissioned His 
followers to "go into all the world and preach the 

gospel to every creature" (16: 15). 

Although Jesus is perhaps better known as a teacher 

(cf. John 3:2), His work in preaching the necessity 

of repentance and preparation for the kingdom 

should not be overlooked ( cf. Matthew 4: 19). The 

Son of God was a preacher, and He charged His 

followers to be likewise. This is not surprising when 

we realize God specifically chose preaching as a 

conduit through which to convey His message to the 

world. Declaring this, Paul wrote, "For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not 

know God, it pleased God through the foolishness 

of the message preached to save those who believe" 

(1 Corinthians 1:21). 

Despite the importance God placed on preaching, 

everyone will not properly appreciate it. As in 

Paul's day, some may consider gospel preaching 

to be either a "stumbling block" or "foolishness" 

(1 Corinthians 1 :23). Even so, we must steadfastly 

proclaim God's message regardless of how it is 

received. When persecution arises because people 

reject the message, we must not quit preaching. Like 

the early Christians who were scattered because of 

persecution, we must go "everywhere preaching the 

word" (Acts 8:4). Perhaps the instruction given to 

Timothy best explains our task: "Preach the word! 

Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, 

rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching" 

(2 Timothy 4:2). We must preach when people want 
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